Abstract: This chapter will engage the insights of three U.S. Latina theologians on the question of what it means
Introduction
In the twenty-first century the universal Roman Catholic Church finds itself at a crossroads. To remain relevant, it must develop different epistemological frameworks and Christian anthropologies that value the integrity of each and every person and body. Patriarchy, in the form of dualisms and hierarchies has dehumanized not only U.S. Latino/a bodies but all living bodies stratified into a U.S. paradigm that exclusively values "the white, westernized, wealthy man, " and his body. In the name of a male God and male body the Church and U.S. society justify the conquest of the earth and all living bodies in the name of progress. Patriarchal understandings of the human person, based on relationships of domination, superiority, and "autonomous individualism, " are intensifying the desecration of each and every person's/body's inviolable right to life, dignity, and fullness of participation in the sacred. On a global level, it results in rampant "ubiquitous violence. " 2 To date, specific to Latina/o bodies in the United States, the U.S. Empire 3 denigrates the bodies of Latinas by categorizing us as a univocal group. Suppressing our linguistic and cultural particularities, 4 along with our popular religiosities has resulted in personal and collective feelings of inferiority, exile, isolation, and oppression.
5 Neocolonialist ideologies, in the form of progress and capitalism, 6 continue the legacy of the colonial encounter by denigrating U.S. Latina and Latino bodies through racially based hierarchies stratifying us in their patriarchal constructs. 7 In a similar vein, death-dealing U.S. sanctioned trade policies, such as the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and the Central America Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA), exploit Latino bodies-individually and collectively-to benefit corporate capital interests that privilege an elite few white U.S. male bodies at the expense of an impoverished majority of Latino bodies. These patriarchal legislative measures continue the legacy of the colonial enterprise by stripping participating Central and Latin American governments of their ability to safeguard food security, worker's rights, and public services such as water, health care, and education for Latino bodies in their respective regions.
8
The contemporary Church also continues to be a patriarchal empire that denigrates bodies, particularly those of women. 9 Historically, in the Christian tradition, Jesus' body has been a source of contention for women and men who do not conform to the white western male
